ZIRIDAVA
STUDIA ARCHAEOLOGICA

2014






MUSEUM ARAD

.

ZIRIDAVA
STUDIA ARCHAEOLOGICA

28
2014

Cluj-Napoca



MUSEUM ARAD

EDITORIAL BOARD
Editor-in-chief: Peter Huigel.
Editorial Assistants: Florin Mirginean, Victor Sava.

EDITORIAL ADVISORY BOARD

M. Carciumaru (Targoviste, Romania), S. Cocis (Cluj-Napoca, Romania), F. Gogaltan (Cluj-Napoca, Romania),
S. A. Luca (Sibiu, Romania), V. Kulcsar (Szeged, Hungary), T. Mikl6s (Budapest, Hungary), J. O'Shea (Michigan,
USA), K. Z. Pinter (Sibiu, Romania), I. Stanciu (Cluj-Napoca, Romania), I. Szatmari (Békéscsaba, Hungary).

In Romania, the periodical can be obtained through subscription or exchange, sent as post shipment,
from Museum Arad, Arad, Piata G. Enescu 1, 310131, Romania.
Tel. 0040-257-281847.

ZIRIDAVA
STUDIA ARCHAEOLOGICA

Any correspondence will be sent to the editor:
Museum Arad
Piata George Enescu 1, 310131 Arad, RO
e-mail: ziridava2012@gmail.com

The content of the papers totally involve the responsibility of the authors.

Layout: Francisc Baja, Florin Marginean, Victor Sava

ISSN-L 1224-7316

[mih

EDITURA

EDITURA MEGA | www.edituramega.ro
e-mail: mega@edituramega.ro



Contents

Ion Paslaru, Vitaly Pozhidaev

Percentages in the Study of neolithic Pottery. ..., 7
Székely Zsolt

Contributions to the history of archaeological research in Macea, the settlement in Topila (Arad County). . 21

Cilin Ghemis, Tudor Rus, Robert Kovacs

Between sacred and profane — a discovery belonging to the Cotofeni Culture inside “Stanu Cerbului”

cave (BIRor COUNLY)........oiuiiiiiiii i 31
Victor Sava, Luminita Andreica, Xenia Pop, Florin Gogaltan

Out of ordinary or common burial practice? A Funerary Discovery from the Baden Settlement at

Santana “Cetatea Veche”. ... ... ... 39
Luminita Andreica

Musculoskeletal Markers as Evidence of Physical Activity and Social Differentiation in the Lower Mures

Valley during the Late Bronze Age. ... ...............c. i e 77
Alexandru Berzovan

Preliminary Considerations on the Dacian Habitation in Varadia de Mures “Dealul Cetate”, Arad County

(2 century BC = 1% century A.D.).......oiiiiiiiii i 87
Stefana Cristea

“I am Horus the Savior”. Representations of Horus-Harpokrates in Roman Dacia................................ 115
Csaba Szabo

Notes on the Mithraic small finds from Sarmizegetusa.........................ooiiiiiiiii i 135
Csaba Szabo, George Valentin Bounegru, Victor Sava

Mithras rediscovered. Notes on CIMRM 1938................iiiiiiiiiiiiiii e 149
Norbert Kapcsos

The Sarmatian Graves of the 4R Archaeological Site Dated to the Third-Fourth century A.D. Additional

Data on the Sarmatian Burial Rite in the Lower Mures Region...............................o..ooiiiii . 157
Dan Bacuet-Crisan

On the Two-Room Dwelling from Precinct IV of the Early Medieval Fortification in Dabaca (Cluyj

County) and the Chronology of the First Stage of Fortification........................cccoiiiii 173
Aurel Dragota

Eggs as Offerings in Tenth-Eleventh Century Necropolises......................ccooeiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiii 183
Imre Szatmari, Gyorgy Kerekes

Medieval Villages in the Fields Surrounding Mez6hegyes. ......................................o.o.cci 193

Erwin Gall
The Significance of the Sites “Agezare” and “Necropold” on “Dealul Viilor” in the Development of
Habitat in the Micro-area of Sighisoara during the Middle Ages (Twelfth-Thirteenth Century). Human
Landscape of the Sighisoara Region from the 12%-13% Centuries 209



Anca Nitoi, Claudia Urduzia

Elements of Fortification of the Medieval and Early Modern City of Sibiu. The Tower Gate and the

Gate’s Bastion. Historical and Archaeological Considerations....................ccc.evvvvvvvviiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiii 243
Zsuzsanna Kopeczny, Florin Marginean

Medieval Stove Tiles in the Collection of the Museum of Banat Discovered in the Fortification of

SOIMOS (ATAA COUNLY).......uuiiiiiisiiiieiieeeee e eeeee s 259

Abbreviations 273



Eggs as Offerings in
Tenth-Eleventh Century Necropolises’

Aurel Dragota

Abstract: Beyond their possible symbolic functions, egg offerings (Gallus gallus dom.) were noted in the context
of the Sintana de Mureg-Cerneahov Culture and also in the Slavic and Magyar world of the seventh-eleventh century.

In tenth-century necropolises, egg offerings were placed in the following anatomical positions:

a. by the lower left limb/area of articulation of the shank and foot, outside, or in the area of the metatarsus
bones; on the left knee cap and above the pelvis, on the right side;

b. by the lower left limb/on the outside and near the articulation of the femur and shank bones; near the
phalanges of the left lower limb;

c. in the area of the left shank, near a ceramic vessel;

d. above the pelvis on the left/right side, inside;

e. more rarely in the area of the skull;

f. inside a ceramic vessel;

g. in the area of the armpit, on the left and right side of the body;

h. between the shanks;

If in certain cases the offering of eggs plays the role of a food appendix, I do not exclude the possibility
that it was a habit connected to the beginning of a new life, related to the gender of the deceased, so that the
deposition was made on the left side of women and on the right side of men.

Another observation regards the tombs of children, where the deposition was made on the left or right side
of the armpit, above the pelvis on the left or on the right, in the articulation area of the humerus and radius/on
the inside, on the knee cap and between the shanks.

Egg offerings are generally found between once and three times in one given necropolis, rarely more often
than that (Majs). The habit of placing egg offerings is more often encountered during the second half of the tenth
century until the middle of the eleventh century.

Keywords: offering, egg, place of deposition, habit, symbol.

Eggs (Gallus gallus dom.) have been perceived as a symbol of life, of resurrection, of the afterlife, or
of a new life. Such offerings are most often encountered in children’s tombs and more rarely in those
of adults. In certain situations, one cannot exclude the role of eggs as food appendices'. Beyond
their possible symbolic value, egg offerings have been noted in the context of the Sintana de Mureg-
Cerneahov Culture,? but also in the Slavic, Avar, or Magyar world of the seventh-eleventh century.

The deposition of egg offerings in the Slavic milieu of the seventh-ninth century has been noted in
anumber of necropolises. For example, the necropolis in Balchik, used after the year 680, revealed egg
offerings in six tombs, out of which five were inhumation tombs and one was an incineration tomb,
and most of them were attributed to children (M. 196, M. 197, M. 236, M. 251) and the other to adults
(M. 279, M. 205/incineration). The tombs were oriented E-W and N-S and the egg offerings were
placed in the area of the skull, near the upper limbs or in a cup deposited by the right leg. The habit
was also identified in other necropolises from Bulgarian, in Kyulevcha/M. 28, 65 and Bdintsi, where
eggs were deposited in the area of the skull, on one side of the skeleton, or in the area of the armpit.

Egg offerings (symbol of immortality) are a ritual attested in the proto-Bulgarian milieu, where it
was correlated to the role of the dog in pagan tradition. The egg is interpreted as a “gift” requested by
a dog, considered to be a guide of souls (psychopomp) in the after world®.

*  English translation: Ana M. Gruia.
t Rejholcova 1995, 18.

2 Dragoti et al. 2009, 12, 23.

3 Chobanov 2009, 301-305.
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184 + Aurel Dragota

Egg offerings also feature in a series of discoveries made in the milieu of the Western Slavs®. In the
seventh-eighth century necropolis in Radvan nad Dunajom, the offering of Gallus g. dom. was depos-
ited in several tombs, in different anatomical positions:

a. by the lower limbs: in the area of the right shank (M. 4 /girl, inf. I?)%; on the outside of the
right shank (M. 6 /male, 50-60 years of age)®; by the lower limbs, between the knee caps (M. 10 /juv.?,
15-16 years of age)’; on the right knee cap (M. 11 /juv.?, 14-15 years of age)?; on the inside of the left
femur, close to the knee cap (M. 19 /male, 30-40 years of age; M. 101/female, juv.-ad., 18-20 years of
age”);'% between the shanks (M. 29 /female, 50-60 years of age'’; M. 99 /juv., 18-20 years of age)'?;
outside the right leg, parallel to the metatarsal bones (M. 84 /male, 40-50 years of age)'?; outside the
feet, on the left side (M. 44 /male, 20-30 years of age)', on the outside of the left shank (M. 98 /male,
30-40 years of age'), on the outside of the left femur, near the knee cap (M. 20 /female, 50-60 years
of age)'® and on the left side of the metatarsal bones, near a ceramic vessel (M. 108 /girl, inf. I, 5 years
of age)".

b. by the upper limbs: by the left arm (M. 13 /male, 30-40 years of age)'®, near the left forearm
(M. 49 /juv.)*®, and on the outside of the left arm, by the articular area between humerus and forearm
(M. 81 /female, 40-50 years of age)®.

c. by the skull, near the mandible (M. 83 /girl, inf. II, 10-12 years of age)*;

Remains of egg offerings were also found, in this necropolis, in other tombs belonging to children
and adults: M. 16 (male, 40-50 years of age)??, M. 21 (male)®, M. 30 (male, 40-50 years of age)*,
M. 47 (male, 40-50 years of age)?®, M. 57 (male, 30-40 years of age)?, M. 63 (female?), 50-60 years
of age)?’, M. 66 (female, 30-40 years of age)®®, M. 73 (female?, 50-60 years of age)*, M. 105 (young
female, inf. II, 10-11 years of age)®’, M. 110 (young female, inf. I, 1 year of age)**, M. 11232, M. 119
(female, 50-60 years of age)*, M. 120 (female, 30-40 years of age)**, M. 121 and M.128%.

In this context one can also mention the discoveries from Nitra-Zobor (M. 15)*¢ and Vel’kom
Grobe (M. 77, M. 3/48) dated to the ninth-tenth century®’. In Nitra-Lupka, in the necropolis dated to

4 Dostal 1966, 29.
5 Totik 1992, 26.

6 Toeik 1992, 26sq.
7 Totik 1992, 28.

8 Totik 1992, 28.

9  To¢ik 1992, 47.

10 Totik 1992, 30.

1 Toeik 1992, 32.

12 Tot¢ik 1992, 47.

13 Tot¢ik 1992, 44.
4 To¢ik 1992, 35sq.
15 Tot¢ik 1992, 47.

16 Totik 1992, 30sq.
17 Toeik 1992, 48.

8 Toeik 1992, 29.

¥ Toeik 1992, 37.
20 Tot¢ik 1992, 43.
2 Toeik 1992, 43sq.
2 Tot¢ik 1992, 29.
% Tot¢ik 1992, 31.
2 Totik 1992, 33.
% Totik 1992, 36sq.
% Totik 1992, 39.
27 Totik 1992, 40.
% Toc¢ik 1992, 41.
2 Toeik 1992, 41sq.
%0 Tot¢ik 1992, 48.
3 Tot¢ik 1992, 49.
32 Toeik 1992, 49sq.
% Tot¢ik 1992, 51.
3 Toeik 1992, 51sq.
% Toeik 1992, 52sq.
% Hanuliak 2004, 272; Chropovsky 1978, 101.
37 Chropovsky 1957, 197.
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the middle of the ninth century, such offerings consist of between one (M. 18, M. 19, M. 27, M. 31,
M. 53) and three eggs (M. 51). M. 87 (young female) included hair rings, one knife, and the remains of
three eggs deposited on the left side of the body, 10 cm away from the perineum?.

In Cakajovce, egg offerings were mainly placed in children’s tombs, in the following anatomical
areas: near the right temporal and occipital bone (M. 349, M. 725), under the right leg (M. 94), and on
the outside of the lower limbs (M. 411, M. 447, and M. 635)%.

Egg offerings were placed in the tombs of juv. (M. 94)*, inf. III/girls 7-14 years of age (M. 349*,
M. 411/horiz. A*>, M. 635/horiz. C*, M. 725/horiz. C**) that had as inventory pottery vessels (1-3
pieces), knives, earrings, bucket, beads, shapes I-II, 12, 4 and finger ring. In M. 447/female, mat. I
(horiz. A), the egg offerings features in relation to a pottery vessel, earrings, and a bucket of which the
iron fittings have been preserved®.

The frequency of egg offerings in children’s tombs, and more rarely in adults’ tombs, is also noted
in horizon III of the necropolis in Malé Kosihy*®. Egg offerings consisted of a single egg (M. 30, M. 43,
M. 200, M. 505, M. 509), two (M. 41), and three (M. 42), placed on the grave.

The number of eggs and the place of deposition varied:

a. on the inside of the right arm, in the armpit area, the remains of two eggs (M. 41 /inf. II, horiz.
I1L; P1. 1/2)%7;

b. in the area of the left armpit - one egg, while two other eggs were placed to the left and to the
right of the pelvic bone (M. 42 /inf. II, horiz. III; P1. 1/3)%;

c. right of the elbow, by the articulation, on the outside, shells from one egg (M. 43/F? mat., horiz.
III; P1. 1/4)%;

d. on the right, outer side of the shank, in the articulation area with the tarsus bones, remains
from one egg (M. 30 / E ad., horiz. III; Pl. 1/1), in association with shapes 4, I-II, 36, beads and one
circular fragment from a perforated silver plate®;

e. between the shanks (M. 200/inf. II, horiz. III; P1. 1/5) - in combination with beads and one coin
Eudes, Toulouse/887-898/left of the mandible®;

f. in the articulation area between the right humerus and the forearm, on the inside (M. 505 /inf.
II; P1. 1/6)%%;

g. in the articulation area between the left humerus and the forearm, on the inside (M. 509 /inf.
11, horiz. III; P1. 1/7) - in combination with two rings I-1I%3.

In the tenth-century necropolis in Tekovsky Hradok/M. 3 the egg offering was placed in a pottery
vessel deposited by the left lower limb*%.

In Ptuj/M. 387 egg remains were deposited on the inner part of the left femur®® and between the
shank bones (M. 385/female), in association with shapes 12, I-II, 10 and 1 b Giesler (P1. 1/8)%.

Some voices in the specialized literature have suggested the hypothesis that the habit under
analysis is usually encountered in a single tomb of a necropolis and more rarely during the eleventh

% Chropovsky 1962, 194.

3 Rejholcova 1995, 18.

40" Rejholcova 1995, 11.

4 Rejholcova 1995, 37.

42 Rejholcova 1995, 44.

4 Rejholcova 1995, 70sq.

4 Rejholcova 1995, 79sq.

% Rejholcova 1995, 48.

4 Hanuliak 1994, 65sq, 118sq, 127, 137.
47 Hanuliak 1994, 118, P1. VI-D.

%  Hanuliak 1994, 118, P1. VI-E.

49 Hanuliak 1994, 119, P1. VII-B.

50 Hanuliak 1994, 118, P1. V-B.

51 Hanuliak 1994, 127, P1. XLII-C.

%2 Hanuliak 1994, 137, P1. XCIV-A.

% Hanuliak 1994, 137, P1. XCIII-F.

% Nevizansky-Kujovsky 1991, 553, 556.
5 Korosec 1999, 27, PI. 40/1.

5% Tu$ek 1981, 17; Korosec 1999, 27, 131, P1. 39/13.
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century. Eggs feature in “middle class” necropolises, in the area of the articulations and genitals, in
children’s tombs with predilection®.

In Alba lulia- Izvorul Impdratului archaeologists have noted the presence of egg offerings in some of
the tenth-century tombs, but one does not know the exact anatomical position in which they were depos-
ited®. During researched performed on this site in 2014 I have identified egg offerings in the following
anatomical positions: left of the pelvis (M. 2), by the left humerus (M. 9) and between the shanks (M. 4)*.

In another necropolis from Alba Iulia - Str. Brindusei, egg remains were identified in different
positions. In M. 15 (adult), the egg offering was deposited inside a pottery vessel®®, while in M. 17
three eggs were deposited in the area of the left lower limb®’. In other tombs (M. 155/female, M. 175)
the egg offering was deposited by the right lower limb. The funerary inventory consisted of a Kecel
buckle, an iron knife, rings 13, and one pottery vessel by the right lower limb®*.

The presence of egg offerings was noted in several tombs dated to the second half of the tenth
century, in the necropolis of Piclisa- La Izvoare. M. 25 (girl) had, as funerary inventory, one collar 1 a,
beads and rings 13 Giesler, and egg shells deposited by the right lower limb. In another tomb (M. 30/
girl?) that included as funerary inventory one necklace 1 a and rings 13 Giesler, the egg offering was
near a pottery vessel deposited between the lower limbs. Other egg remains have been identified in M.
30 (woman) in the area of the left armpit and by the left shank, in the proximity of a pottery vessel.
The inventory of this tomb consisted of a loom weight, a silver pendant, and rings 13 Giesler®.

In the necropolis in Letkés-Téglaégets 1I/M. 40 (girl) egg remains were deposited near the legs.
The tomb’s funerary inventory consisted of one finger ring, shape 4, and a spiral twisted plate item®.

In Letkés-Téglaégets I/M. 21 (girl, 5-8 years of age) egg remains were identified on the inside of
the left arm®. In M. 66 (girl, 8-12 years of age), the offering was deposited outside of the right ankle.
The funerary inventory consisted of two temple rings and two finger rings made of semicircular plate
with open dimension®®.

Egg offerings were noted in several situations in the necropolis from Majs (17% tombs belonging
to females, 22 % to males, and 61 % to children), while the anatomical positions in which they were
deposited varied: behind the skull, on the chest, by the legs, pelvis, and thorax®’.

a. egg fragments deposited left of the pelvis, in association to a denarius issued by Andrew I (M.
224/ male mat.)®; egg remains in the area of the pelvis, in combination with hair rings with one
S-shaped end (M. 286/fem. ad.)®’;

b. in the area of the chest (M. 654)"; right of the chest, hen egg shells (M. 481/inf. II"%);

c. in the area of the right femur, egg shells (M. 67 /inf. I’*; M. 474/inf. I) in combination with
beads, finger ring, and a denarius issued by Andrew I7>.

d. by the left lower limb, shell remains from one or two eggs (M. 6 /fem. ad. mat.; M. 42/inf. II)7%;
egg shell remains near the bones of the right leg (M. 65 /masc. ad. mat) "%; (goose ?) egg shells in the
area of the limbs, in association with a pottery vessel (M. 513/b. mat.)’®; bird egg offerings and one

57 Tettamanti 1975, 109.

% Blijan 2002, 33; Blijan 2007, 5 sqq.
% Dragoti et al. 2014.

80 Drambarean et al. 1998 a, 4.

5 Drambarean et al. 1998 a, 4; Drambarean et alii 1998 b, 188sq; Dragota et al. 2009, 83.
52 Dragoti et al. 2009, 62sq, 83.

8 Dragoti et al. 2013, 147.

6 Bakay 1978, 101, P1. XLIX/1-2.

%  Bakay 1978, 67.

% Bakay 1978, 84, Fig. 92/5.

67 Kiss 1983, 159.

68  Kiss 1983, 91.

69 Kiss 1983, 95.

70 Kiss 1983, 120.

7 Kiss 1983, 107.

72 Kiss 1983, 81.

7 Kiss 1983, 107, T. 40.

7 Kiss 1983, 79.

7> Kiss 1983, 81.

76 Kiss 1983, 110.
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pottery vessel were deposited near the lower limb (?) (M. 573/inf. 1.)77; goose (?) egg remains were
identified by the lower limb (M. 72 /inf. I)’3; to the left side of the leg, remains from three eggs (M.
735/inf. I”); inside the right femur (M. 112/male, mat.?’);

e. between the shanks (M. 11 female, sen.)®; near the shank bones (?), two hen eggs in combina-
tion with bronze bracelets (M. 592/inf. I)%2.

f. deposition consisting of egg remains in the area of the right humerus (M. 28 /inf. I; M. 790/inf.
D); egg shells by the left humerus (M. 33/inf. I[; M. 53 /fem. ad.)®?; near the left arm (M. 781/inf. [#%);
three egg shells on the inside, in the area of the right clavicle (M. 828/fem. ad.*);

g. egg remains by the middle of the tibia (?) (M 29 /masc. sen.)®; pottery vessel and egg offering
by the left tibia (M. 487/b. mat.)*”; two hen egg shell fragments near the right peroneus (M. 328 /
fem. sen.%8);

h. egg shell fragments behind the skull (M. 58 /inf. I)*%; egg remains left of the skull (M. 55 /fem.
Mat?; M. 484/fem. ad. mat.)*’; egg remains were identified on the right side of the skull (M. 799/
male mat.®%; M. 168/male sen.*); hen egg remains under the skull (M. 359 /inf. I*%);

Egg offerings were also noted in Majs in M. 36 (inf. I), M. 104 (fem. mat.)?, M. 13 (inf. I)*, and
M. 234 (inf. I)*".

In Szegvar- Oromdiil6/M. 562 (child, 8-9 years of age), hen egg shells were identified by the right
arm® while in Szob-Kiserdé/M. 10 (male, 55-70 years of age, blood type B) the deposition was made
near the lower limbs, in association to a coin issued by Berengar II%.

In Szeged-Kiskundorozsma/M. 701 (child, 3-4 years of age), the egg fragments were placed on the
right side of the body, on the outside, between the pelvic area and the margin of the pit'®. A different
situation was noted in M. 720 (inf. II, 8-10 years of age), where the egg remains were identified in the
area of the left shoulder™.

In the cemetery in Homokmégy-Székes/M. 108 (female?), dated between the middle of the tenth
century and the beginning of the eleventh century, the egg offering was deposited on the left side of
the skull. The egg was perceived as symbolizing death and the waiting for resurrection, but also the
embryonic state of life and rebirth'®.

In Puspokladany-Eperjesvilgy egg offerings were identified in five tombs: on the right side of the
chest (M. 79/child; M. 168 /male, 32-37 years of age), under and above the left clavicle (M. 196/child,
4 years of age; M. 202/child, 3 years of age), and by the left forearm (M. 450)'%.

77 Kiss 1983, 115.

78 Kiss 1983, 82.

7 Kiss 1983, 126.

8 Kiss 1983, 84.

8 Kiss 1983, 77.

8 Kiss 1983, 116.

8 Kiss 1983, 80.

8 Kiss 1983, 129.

8  Kiss 1983, 132.

8  Kiss 1983, 78.

87 Kiss 1983, 108.

8  Kiss 1983, 98

8 Kiss 1983, 80sq.

% Kiss 1983, 80.

9 Kiss 1983, 108.

92 Kiss 1983, 130.

9 Kiss 1983, 88.

9 Kiss 1983, 100.

% Kiss 1983, 83sq.

% Kiss 1983, 86.

97 Kiss 1983, 92.

% Bende, Lorinczy 1997, 217.

% Bakay 1978, 14.

10 Térinczy, Turk 2011, 425, 429sq, Fig. 28/5.
11 Lérinczy, Turk 2011, 425sq, Fig. 29/7.
102 Gallina 1998, 90sq, 93. Fig. 7.
103 Nepper 2002, 161, 215, 193.
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Egg offerings also feature in other tenth-eleventh century cemeteries: Deszk D'*, Debrecen-
Jésza Klastrompart/M. 26 (child)'®, Ellend-Szilfai dil6/M. 115, Esztergom,'®” Hajduszoboszl6-
Arkoshalom/M. 31 (child, 4-5 years of age), M. 217 (male, 48-56 years of age)'%, Harta'%®, Kal-Legel5/M.
46", Kiszombor B'', Nagydorog'?, Nagymagocs /M. 8%, Penc-Tuszkuldn/M. III (child)'**, Rad""®,
Rusovce/Oroszvar's, Sarrétudvari-Orhalom/M. 3 (male)''” and Tiszalok!8.

In tenth-century necropolises, egg offerings were deposited in the following anatomical positions:

a. by the left lower limb/articulation area between shank and foot, on the outside, or in the area of
the metatarsus bones; on the left lateral malleolus and above the pelvis, on the right side;

b. by the left lower leg/on the outside and near the articulation between the femur and the shank
bones; near the phalanges of the left lower limb;

c. in the area of the left shank, near a pottery vessel;

d. above the pelvis, on the left side/right side on the inside;

e. more rarely, in the area of the skull;

f. inside a pottery vessel;

g. in the area of the armpit, left and right of the body;

h. between the shanks;

If in certain cases the egg offering was envisaged as a food-related appendix, I do not exclude the
possibility that it was in fact a habit related to the beginning of a new life, in connection to the gender
of the deceased, so that the deposition was placed on the left side in the case of women and on the
right side in the case of men.

Another observation envisages the tombs of children, where the deposition was placed right and
left of the armpit, above the pelvis, on the left and on the right, in the articulation area of the humerus
with the ulna and the radius/on the inside, on the lateral malleolus, and between the shanks.

In general, egg offerings feature between one and three times in one necropolis, rarely more often
(Majs). The habit of depositing egg offerings is more often encountered during the second half of the
tenth century and until towards the middle of the eleventh century.

Dragota Aurel

“Lucian Blaga” University of Sibiu
Sibiu, ROU
aurel.dragota@ulbsibiu.ro
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Plate 1. Positions in which egg offerings have been deposited: 1: Malé Kosihy/M. 30 (taken from Hanuliak 1994); 2:
Malé Kosihy/M. 41 (taken from Hanuliak 1994); 3: Malé Kosihy/M. 42 (taken from Hanuliak 1994); 4: Malé Kosihy/M.
43 (taken from Hanuliak 1994); 5: Malé Kosihy/M. 200 (taken from Hanuliak 1994); 6: Malé Kosihy/M. 505 (taken
from Hanuliak 1994); 7: Malé Kosihy/M. 509 (taken from Hanuliak 1994); 8: Ptuj/M. 385 (taken from Korogec 1999).
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